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THE as: OCCUTAtlON OF JAVAN . 

. ..The recent "liheral. reforms” .introduced intolsTapan afte.r 2 ‘long 
months-of US occupation indicate that; popular dissatisfaction is rife. 
Signs, of unrest peep,out,of eyen the carefully .censored capitalist 
press reports* The recent strike of .Korean coal miners in northern 
Japan is one. such indication.. The CQntinual -worried anno-uncements of 
food and other shortages is another^ The recent cabinet reshuffling, 
as -well as the persistent rumor of the emperor’s abdication, is*still 
another. US imperialism is treading on eggs. Occupation policy may 
have to be altered. .. ■ . .. .. 

Before their occupation of Italy' in 194?, the Allies had careful¬ 
ly dram up plans for working thru--the Italian state machine. No 
change -in■■ class .relations was . to be permitted. They were never able 
to effectively realize this blueprint•because^the masses intervened 
and started to; liquidate . the apparatus-men.- 

■But in Japan, the plan appears, to be-proceeding' OK; ■ The occupy¬ 
ing force has been'able to rely bn the state apparatus to prevent a 
major change in class relation's. Mac Arthur boastedr 

We’ve had a minimum of'fridtion with the Japanese authorities and 
- with the' Japanese, ^people, .-.r'coiildh’t have aske.d, for'anything bett¬ 
er than the working arrangements we now have, and -the results thus 
far obtained.” (Chicago TRIBUNE, 9/21/45),, . . 

UNITED'STATES NEWS makes it very clear that this isn’t just reac¬ 
tionary MacA'fthur’s policy but the whole reactionary US government’s; 

i - ”The plans being followed vrere dram up. in Washington by top offic¬ 
ials of the State, War and Navy, departments., and were approved by 
President Truman after consultation with other Allied nations.” 
'...(9/21/45) .. , 

Only the'bourgeois propagandists and liberals who try to cloak 
the imperialist- aims of the war are. indignant at. -this. !Ihe bourgeois¬ 
ie are not finicky in their choice of regimes. To them, it is- not an 
ideological question whether or'ndt the monarchy ^is preserved.-; It is.;- 
a question of class relations. 

Almost a year .ago the Royal Institute of International Affairs 
made a study of policy in regard to,Japan which it.submitted to the ' 
Hot Spring's conference. - They pame. to-the conclusion that nothing, was' 
to be disturbed and that ..intervention might be-, necessary to prevent' 
’’chaos’’ 'from going out Of bounds in^the event.Of Japan's defeat. 

”It is improbable that this crisis could-be s-urmounted without for¬ 
eign intervention in the -internal affairs of Japan...She will be obli¬ 
ged to fall back upon the iristitutions which have preserved her e- 
quilibrium in the past, provided they are stilT intact.” 

”No alternative to . a monarchial sy.s.tem,- under the present Emperor 
or some other member of his family is likely to provide that focus 
of stability which will be essential if the State is not to dissolve 




; infe chdos in the impending crisii,” (How 
, li^e state and emperor!) 


they capitah 


cannot be numbered among these elements of stability 
upon which Japan must rely in the impending disaster.” 

On the Zaibatsu (industrialists)s ”As institutions' these families 
are open to criticism and even condemnation, but they were largely 
responsible for Japan’s rapid accession to industrial power and... 
they, would be even more indispensable in adversity than in,prospe¬ 
rity...The sudden disappearance of the Zaibatsu would invoiveeaoh- 
omic confusion which could hardly fail to impede the rapid Industt 
rial recovery upon which the Japanese and other Asiatic peoples 
/will depend.” / 

The military; ”..,in internal emergencies the aimed forces have 
shown themselves to be a stable element in the State. Their alle¬ 
giance is feudal in character and attaches to their military lead¬ 
ers and through them to the Emperor. By contrast, their attitude 
to -.repre ins tltutions ts one of opposition, and to the- 

civil powers, of aloofness.,,.They embody a- spiritvvof diselplihe 
without -which the Japanese might not find new resources of charaeu 
ter with which to check, the disruption of society in the postwar 
confusion,..the cpoperation'of some strong, organized military 
force will he indispensable..,.;”: XPACXFiC iF|A,|^&:y 3/^45/ "Factors ^ 
in the Settlement with Japan.” Gonelusion of th© Report) , 

^ Cfi5is. ’’ They ;.tremble for f eah 
wsr Will bring ^revplution* . They desire that all re- 
p essive forces, government institutions, etc. shall remain, 

tn thus comes as an army of invaders whose purpose is 

which th^ ® victory in .the Pacific. ,The .m 

Tni Japanese government was adapted to servev. its ends 

against the natives of Korea, Indo- 

SniiAv now demonstrate to every doubting; Thomas that US 

p©Qple of Asla, for the advantage and 
enrichment of the US capitalist class,; ■ 

S®?‘®-r®'^® differences among American capitalists 
manner in which Japan is, to be, occupied and how to wring 

victory over her. Their pi^^ conlideraliSS is: 
relatively strong capitalist power in Asia, 

t steoS oXost ircMna?™’ -" unneccessary and can.US build 

appears as a struggle over retaining- the em¬ 
peror vs "liberal” or "democratic" revolution. But FORTUNE, '-for--. • • 
ex^ple, ' has rejected, held,;and reledted again a ^pblicy of' maintaining 

^^vUout the qiiestion of leading a fairly 
® ays that the recent state department.,'trouble was 
a struggle between :the "Japan crowd” and the "China crowd,” 

■ used to be -heavily . iufiuenced by 

Grew, ex-ambassador to Japan who later became 
^The Grew men - :the ^Japan crote^^- were obsessSd 
vatn the u-dea that .Japan w oUld always -be -the'-strongest' power in 
eastern Asia. They^were not anti-Chiuese but they could not see in 
^prawling:> floundering China possible growth of power that would 
■ ;.hold Japan;iin--.check, 




”Aft*er Potsdam Harry Triman and Jiin^ Byrnes squeezed Grew out, n|id 
purged other men who ttiought like him. The Department ,s-ear East-^ 
ern policy is now being run" hy '’old: China hands, who believe ^haw 
defeated Japan can be -kept doTO aiid that China can oecome the key 
power in-Asia^!’ (iO/iG/^S). ^ 

Even this crowd, obviously, has so far not moved ^ to dump, ®®'' 

peror,' Because deeper than immediate Imperialist policy runs fear of 
proletarian revolution. If Japan r and in her wake:,: all of seething 
Asia -■ is not. to go up in revolutionaryflames,. the class structure 
must'be retained and propped up, even if this means temporarily keep-, 
ing, S''Stronger; Japan than the ”C^ina crowd’t would prefer ,; 

It appears, therefore,/that the US is dealing less harehly with ; 
Japan than Germany. In the:latter,'case, the country is being_ physic¬ 
ally stripped of:her industry, ho revival is postulatedin the iorm- 

er, an ’’eventual, peaceful ” comeback is promised., : But: both_countries 

are being shorn of their sources of raw-material, markets and 
investments . - Germany, has, richer, natura 1 resources, wherea s Uap.n 
has'relied on conquest and penetration to get,;What she needs. The uo 
can have a smaller occupying fp-rce in Japan because the fleet surroun¬ 
ds" this-.island-nation, 1-i, ■ 

’’PlEUis . being' applied to, Japan differ; widely from controls being im¬ 
posed upon Germany, They hinge'oh the fact that Japan is pn island 
nation and has few'^ of the reso'urces within her home territory to 
sustain ;a war economy!” UNITED, STAiEo'NEWS, , 9/21/45 ; 

On the other , hand, revival of textile and other ”non-wa,nlike” 
industries is promised her, 

Then there is the aiready-mehtioned - possibility ;.that US wants Ja¬ 
pan an a ’’stabilizing force’’an'Asia. Whereas her aim.in rpgprd to- 
Germany and the rest of Eurbpe is to destroy the continent as;a seri¬ 
ous competitor in the world•market,-to prevent industrial.revival by . 
cripT}ling the h^art of Euro^p^^^ This is aimed at Etigland^alsd ana is 
an attempt to destroy her base in Europe, The keeping of _ a strong.!a- 
pan. 1 .S aimed at Britain top. because ^ she is the main imperialist dan 
ger iiow to US hegemony ih/the .Pacific. ' 

Obviously US plans- for a Japanese comeback.; in the'diston^^^^ 
are attempts to preclude the grox-rth of a serious rival in .Asia both 
as regards Japan and, Britain. . ^ ■ 

can, be used against the proletarian revol'ution in A- 

sia. It can.provlde/a ba,se: of d^ 

either for intervention or to checK its- expansion. 

STATSSMAI^ AND NATION in August speculated that iimericanand Britisn 
imperialism might ’’allow Japaries e industry to 

ter of business and partly as a make-weight. or bulwark c;.gu.inst Ru^sia 
; .:.;.”'-/8/18/45) ^ ■ ' 

.; All these; questions have been takeh; into accouht. . But the class 
struggle .will; decide whether imperialism can so.!ve ^them, ihe to-ao 
about the emperor,, in short, ris related to the condioion of Japanese 
Capitalism. -Unless stability caii be ■assured, the pursuit of imperial 
ist -aims camiiot be successful. The answer,; then, lies mor apan- , 

ese class relations than in. the struggles :within the UP state dept. ... 

Japanese state arid economy resemble tsarist .Ruspia’s in very -many 
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espe'cts. ’ There has^ never been . 

irmly establish the caiJi^alast Daihatsu ami 

class is represented largely by-bhe imilv^ .T^ j: Qver an-ecenemy.-which 

tary together oontrol^the^pve^nt *^hg^^ie ^ 

capital or imperialism, . r.^ 

The law of. combined ;develoment 4?^pefgbtg^in^^e^^ion^^ 

tures of finance YndusS^ eibnomy' i,s'large controlledr^b^^^ 

ism. A highly cbncentrated indnstpi|l eco^^ France-’s.SOO., 

2-6 big trusts;^- industry . This^ hndusW^^ 

- which peneirate rand-holding and livings condlviohs. ,: 

economy is intertwined with and^industry is decentralr 

Thrresult is that a larg^ ftaounh of trade^^^^^^^ di- 

uid ISySloally lA-hoaes^and: sman^shop|,^^®|^toilxn^ M4i- : 

ants, share-croppers;^^ ..I'-'h'' a- 

Since there ims no ^b^|eois^r|yoi^||9nJp^div^ ^ pnt ;irn|^\ 

SiJfSrtaxation. Super-exploitation by finance^cap^^^^^^ product. 

bined. with feudal savagery. The and starving country- 

ivitv from rising and creates «=^h o ® . .peasants whose- press 

cTde^ Thus there is, a huge S 

uJe ieeps wages .do#i. :'^h®„f5SJ|?|Si|'its compStitSrs^abro 

^ITA exploit the 

PaSfic area. ' ^ - ‘ ■ , ' •■■'■■ ; ^ rn 'the- 

Feudal hangovers and arrested development^are^re^ ec^e^ ^ ^ ^ 

existence! as a separate other imperialist 

oomStel ®Tl?Sate°mloh?w hse hurocratio, wn- 

..chial setup PaitauLly ih 

Form notwlthstenSing, however, the ^ Tohyo Ajs- 

+Tno iri+-ot*^s-fcs of the bourgeoisie. At_ tne tlr factories 

oclaSorofSoSieice, state msnhsement of jrrvate^agoral^ ^ 

was institute-d with the Afncraft Co., was made pres 1 - 

“dShif fi^SSf .=Vissioh,", ^ Profits were .guaranteed an 

rose under this ”ne.tionalization. ; ,, „ ^ 

■ nevertheless, in »his_epog^”r 2r?hfif''f?oii^”t'5 

SheStedl^®aco»;Ush'?tfrho!un^on^^Immodiatef^^^^^ 

omlc . interests- are, Pd’W, ^hamper- its movemen^^ 

• +•< mpv try to ctirb^ the t^ourgeQXJ>x« ^ ^ fear of setting* xn 

^h?^! 

• certainly thd proletariat oan.raise h«seois demooratrc .em- 



ands., It bulMs i-tS; oxm .organs ot p 6 \i'fer and roalizes .t 

onlythe worlcing claiss' in poTjrer'nan. grajit,, those demand.s;,'' 4 t-^iS;_ilc^ 

Th'e' monarchy and- all the^ f eudal trappings . must^g hut • that' -is _ nQ„-E.. 
the main enemy.: The maiu:>e.usity -i .th^.haf’italist 'class^ which direc 
Ihe State and the emperor as well. ' ‘ 

' The omperor has ;nO 'peal power.. Constitutional monarch was estab¬ 
lished 'in the . 80’s-hy -a.'-rei-dlt'of certain feudal- ■cl^ns against the' _ 
power of Ihe shoguns . (military' princes:^.; /With the: growth of -the, capi¬ 
talist class, its class bade shifted ..tp .ih^^^^ bourgeoisie too. 

Empex'or—worship, created out of old Shinto legends-.* to .'lend ..suppett to 
the new governmenty-has been anav,tion.al institution for only 60 years. 
It' .'is b: formality .impose,d-,,lr-om'j /rather/ than -a-noiigi^O/^ with deep 
root's in :'the''h®oi)le: and;...ou^tor]^-^^ ’../I. .1.l.'b/^ -: 


/Bourgeois .writers and propagandists speak of doing'Oway-with t^^ 
emperdr - or the: .-military :-f..dr,,.the..-industrialists as the cause oi war, 
W e have already indiceled -how .much /:df an /independent. ;role the, emperor 
cah play^.-:- The.'.milltary/l&-^hQ''#he’/the^^h^^ isitha -army 

or navy of any other capitalist cohntry ./'* Imperialist/war is , the .culm 

ination of'the struggle for the \7orld market; it Is'nTprodUGt.-of 3^ 
capitalist. system . - S ■ abre-rattling, in Japan may be a kn-^ghtly pract¬ 
ice, but war for ■'Mahchurpa op south ' isia-- is-: ih'; the:::be 5 p:?, bourge . 0i^. ^ tra- 
ditiohi The military.-.as...an arm/.df.-goverhiieht- with ihe 

bourgeoisie asi to method,- tactiC:: :dtc v$ Aphe.son, 

Patton vs. Eisenhower.' But 'basicaily they-''carry'; ouuutha,:. PQl|-cy;i9n the 
rulihg class whiph■ in...J.apan,, ie 'the ca.pita.iist p-lass. 


: Fbr^ thoBe:-who wahhho 4 hstaO:ihh "progressive !h,i^us trial is ts 

instead: of- theLfeudaf rdfemehts,;,^wO,have '(Semons^utrated;.!!; 
dustrialists^:•a:re^in^pdwer/hhd:(g|■thdb^ 

remnantis only-is impdss,ibie.''in'this eraf' But even .were ..this attuinab- 
le',-- ,-the: danger „of imperialfat'wah.. Would i be loseened., .^.le^have .only 


to vsee the :'ikEaerlean .arid''wnich .are in the > or 
front .of the-struggle :to df^r^< 3 e:/tlie,-torM.. 

-- -As for curbing both the industrialists and .tji.e,military ■'^hat-is 
proposed" intheir'iplace? ■■ ' Either ■.■a,' fapan py,errun .and, p.peupi^d and _ reg¬ 
imented ;by - US': armed, ,forOr-a pettyrbourgeoiS JUtbpfa/ oi/.n capital¬ 
ist. society without/' all its'':/histinPtiv^^^^^ J3. trusts, pplich eP: 

pres,sion,,lmperia'li,Bt.;w;arlh‘■'l.'.h-•; r 3 ,,.' 


.'Pnly the proletarian revolution can abolish ..war'‘f:,vUSj^‘may;^^^-m^^ 

■ deals' with sections of the defeated ruling class, pUt certain_inou.s.t- 
/ries- in -an unfavorable pdeit ion,'.with :the rPteepept, of ^seeing Japanese 
capitalism ‘evehtual'iy-'febuiia;) •-and; rechaiienge / Bon 

perienco with :.0ermanyl" -they .cry.;: Yet Jhere, is. way., I^e /can s^op it ^ 
'Hop::^’ for pe'ace' "and ‘ah'‘end'to'the-domination, of .•waplO.Phs, ■i^^hlO'.c-s and 
capi'talisL lies with tbe Working l-masse.s .plone.^ 

have felt the br'un't of the war,., the occupation and tne Jd.panese staue 
machine. • , ' .. ,,■ ■ '■ ■■■’-■• . 

Demade vh^eaked on Japan has been tremendous. ’ The atomic' bomb_was 
but' - the culffiihatioh - of ■ ■’the.:hi.E cam.palgn direc ted^a. gains t^hea^yigdus - 
try and fr*an&port. Destruction of industrial cities/.ranges from ^6/ 
oAoksliama. to„60^ pf Hiroshima. .Puhlic utilitiesy4he^oi4 anh 
cal; plants „ar*e pretty'far. gonex;Th© , .ao-r eady 
; was beayily damaged.;'/;War//eConomy; h%S;;.y peacet 

of tnei-r eQuipment and the land of its tertility., 

'Hunger is widespread, 'hiving standards'-i'before- the war lower 
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than those, o.P ^ ezhee<l-el the nmher, of 

hi? thi. The' prsent^food^and 

h;Sif2.Stfonl"2S^"li oSl/™^?inr?efi:r.urto " handle" the alt- , 
n.ation mlitarlly. . .■•■•. , ' ■ ' - ■ 

"To an extent dnita^ihed In'iiderlca, it^is^Poih|®^^9htj,^|ePan^^^^^ 

Slle?=ef'‘TSis%?l?‘’Sll find the' JapaheaeVpaeple; lacking food, 

medicines and means of, ■transportation.- / - . 

. v,/i-».Q ■h'hft United ilations Relief and Eehabilita— 

I’As far as is Isnown here,, the . relief to Japan, and 

tion Administration is not Prepged ^ to he 

no other source contemplates action on a sctxx. a 

. ' of any help. . , ,■; 

"men It was pointed Jhat this proh^^ 

thr;trch’o»Ss:Ts;ec?aliy f{tS%he surrendered armies from over- 

^ 88.3 ♦ 

' " .we realise, - this d«i'=^^\"!d4aiSst thira SSt^be^nS^SS'up- 

!ralf;ee\«i:^’^iood '"iairagc SUP, 9/24/45! ^ , 

Typical of the r®|l“®gi®the polloe^or|anization^,^hated^or 

ri?re^lf"fverShnr| the^arla. 

force ,hes been swollen, ^d khe p that they've probably been 

army officer writing In.the MTIOH says that^tney^ possible 

S Stlr^r^Si If pfin Ji|a|and| |S®t.the^police^are necessary 

. The instaWlity of such a regime^is^|ttested^b|^the^^ss 

f t^Sf f ,thf i!iegalisati£of ^the^trade^^^ - 

spite of -terror and persecu > May*1945 Procurator General Hakano 

food demonstpations,in 1942, in may 13 

\was forced to admipi ,1 - 

»>In regard to ideological 4j.^ftgi|ating^P^^ Ihere is a 

•ed is the control of speech^^d |g5^g^4|g^gg^gy|nt matters in a 
tendency toward peace by^the growing criticalness of 

Both occupation force ®“* “®*|°"®hf“i|t”?ccupSiof arn^°away as 
Reyoiution in Japan can sweep can give leadership to the 

•: SSl^ as the Japanese capitalist^class.^ it.channels 
ntr-Vgle against imperialism all over asic. » . 

'■ ' of. pt^Oletarian'revolution.; / ,. , -/ ■ ' , ; _ - » •._ 

TVie American worker can demonstrate _his^sgidarity wh ^ 

tic rs 2 "lf"LSrmtStlo„f of a.ll us colonies, 

' prr-.Rtion and complete rignt oi vu^ij. , 

spheres of influence; and possessions. 


• 0 .‘ 
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thrftmggiS^to'^Sei^t-ke-hSmP workers are out on strike as 

wlerbut°whoL’'TOr«ffie''|?y“aS , brn^?Si?n^to'’the 40 hSur 

er mges. ^ecnnicians, all are represented.in the fight for high- 

unfon^dSs^l 

batti^o^?hfnH®® S£ labor, front are marshalling their forces for the 
SaJfdecSrelVhS? .°f/any of the n,aJor Ind minor tod'usSLj 

dup+jrf -t-bft ortunately, the trade union leaders responsible for con- 
vowH interests of the working cfasfSe a-^ 

Sion in^onao-r. + ruling class and are anxious to iobtain a conces- 

As the strike in class from getting^ out of hand. 

nnnJn?nSi?=w? ^ showe<^, they endorsed strikes in reaction to the 

llpnhsrh^c^^^^ pressure of the oil workers and then bowed before Sch’"e- 

ruS?ff snuaib?i?.f ‘h3 woJterf iS?o leg! 

^MUabDllng, Success, therefore, for thp workerq in oiv-pioi^o 

will depend on flooding over'the tmltorou? pJuoKrJPthSi; lefdlrs! 

has taken an unexpected turn. Obliged to use n-.n- 
italist sources for information, we were given the lmpr‘='ssion th^t ^"he 

UJ.X ^coion was the policy of the Japanese, in French indo-rhin'i iKo 
Japanese are clearly the main Imperielist arm to thi strSgSe to 

dlfferent ^edts!' that. Java had 

V * ■ ■ : . . . f * ■ - ■*--••/ s- ■ r ■ 

' ■ V ^ ‘ . r . ;V 

totoes*’to''cLto?:toMS°fr*®'’ "ais^rmed" and'had taken them- 

fr^idal?«r fw^’hished with radios and 

r\r^^f-.T hviou&...y if this be the ease the Japanese hPd adonted n 

qSii which was founded on the mildness of the independence movem'=>nt 

“f the proclaimed Hepublle of X^diSeSr had wo?^ 
ed wito the Japanese against the Dutch and there was the noisihiin-u' 

clUkcLr =°htrol Of the movement to''top1-to"!;piosiie^ 

ftlll‘*^™Sf this declaration and the Japanese garrisons 

till »rmed in Batavia were attacke'^. it Is probable that the native 
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masses are refusing .to ^®Lootine^flrst«^it be^the^end^^^Every- - 

so that when they ’’start shoqting^flrst _ Koureeois leadership 

thing points-to Phil.- 

and the masses belov; them, this is ^ *1 j.bi^CQlonial bourgeoisie -is 
ippines, China have proven that the national coioui masses than 

iSLpable - because of lb| graater^fear oi the oolonxal^m 
the foreign oppressors - of conttucjing a xevy coekarno ■'connived 

unleashes the revolutionary zeal of the “g|seo. -oeK^^ 

with the Japanese the Dutch and thr^c^no, British 

the Indonesians get out of his control he wiii 

or, more likely, the US. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ . 

In England the working Glass PJ^^ent^uiake^ever^Sre^clear what 

AtlQsi and Bovins ofHis Majesty’s ^°^JJ2^^!{;^/.SJiiISionment cm 
’’Labor to Power” really means. PP tha-’* only their revolutionary 
have the use of convincing the masses thav ^ 

actions will solve their problems. 

/.a we have pointed out before (PN #5) ^gllsh 

capable of Wrovlng the living conditions of 

pire h.as almost been drained ^;iy ip-nrove its international posi- 

class hopes profits end imp^^ English masses. Such^a 

Sl?cy!- howl^rf oSIflfc expeolations of the people 

who put the habor Pe.rty in office* 

fji article from london laments ”They - bb|^^brhing c maJori^ 

Lf;?Srs;d-?hafSberl government .should Join in a radio 

and press campaign of enlightenment. ^ 

While the workers are baldly told they can expect less t^^rullng^ 

class is actually s^prised by the^natlonaiizetion^P^^ nationalize 
government. The babor Party had p _ of England was first, 

the Bank of England “d the mines. Tto B-nk^ tag .under the lab- 
Frederick writes from london for “®AndrtL bank's shareholders 

rv":iv^^siig"tir-?i%c«^ 

^fos??n^ihnr?cro™oarsra?eranS other so-called nationalise- 
tion securities.” ,; 

Another incident also merits jopotti^. ^Concerning the str 
000 dockers, Arthur Ceaking,secreta^rf the Pr. 

Amen! We for one would willingly testify ttet^theTrots^ites^are^in- 

nocent of so criminal a ^^^gned^to get Atlee into pov/er and 

actions. They have | Be'=ides, independent strug- 

ri^rof«s2rare^J^st^Sr?^l^rihe!?itoci-l„-t?ade. . 


